X            MEMOBIAL TO THE  EIBBEET TBUSTEES.

such men they have no local colouring and take no natural growth;
and to modify English opinion and institutions there is need of English
scholars. That need we think your encouragement can do something
to supply. Such institutions as the Bampton Lecture at the University
of Oxford, and the younger foundation of the Congregational Lecture
among one branch of orthodox Nonconformists, have done much to
direct the public mind to certain well-defined views of Christianity.
We believe that a similar institution might prove of high service in
promoting independence of judgment combined with religious reverence
by exhibiting clearly from time to time some of the most important
results of recent study in the great fields of philosophy, of Biblical
criticism, and comparative theology.

We venture, therefore, to ask you to consider the expediency of
establishing a 'Lecture* under the name of the *Hibbert Lecture/
or any other designation that may seem appropriate. A course, con-
sisting of not fewer than six lectures, might be delivered every two or
three years in London, or in the chief towns of Great Britain in rotation.
After delivery, the course should be published under the direction of
the managers of the lecture; and thus by degrees the issues of
unfettered inquiry would be placed in a compact form before the
educated public.

(Signed)
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